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Meet Victoria’s New Youth Poet 
Laureate 
VICTORIA, BC – The City of Victoria and the Greater Victoria Public Library are pleased to 
announce Eli Mushumanski is Victoria’s new Youth Poet Laureate. They will do their first 
reading at Thursday’s City Council meeting beginning at 6:30 p.m.. 
 
The Youth Poet Laureate serves as Victoria’s champion for youth and the literary arts, seeking 
to inspire and engage local youth to share their stories through written and spoken word, and 
serves a one-year term. 
 
“We are so excited to welcome Eli to the role of Youth Poet Laureate for 2022,” said Mayor Lisa 
Helps. “Their passion of using poetry to explore what we can all do during the climate 
emergency is much needed right now. I’m also looking forward to see what they have planned 
for upcoming collaborations with other youth in the community.” 
 
Eli Mushumanski just completed a double major in Writing and English with Honours at the 
University of Victoria. They grew up in Northern British Columbia on the traditional territory of the 
Saik'uz First Nation. At UVic, they acted as fiction editor for literary journal, This Side of West, as 
well as senior editor for Her Campus at UVic. Eli has poetry published in The Warren and 
participated in the City of Victoria's 2021 Resilient Muse reading series. 
 
"In the past couple of years, poetry has helped me turn inward and explore my relationship to 
myself,” said Mushumanski. “Now, as Youth Poet Laureate, I'd like to use poetry to look 
outward. In a time of great climate anxiety, I'm interested in how art can help us reclaim our 
responsibility to nature rather than simply escape it." 
 
“Eli's talent stood out among an exceptional field of applicants,” said Maureen Sawa, CEO of 

the Greater Victoria Public Library. “They will inspire other youth to find their voice and to tell 

their own unique stories. We're thrilled to partner with the City of Victoria to provide a platform 

for Eli's artistic vision to be shared with our community."  

Mentored by Victoria’s Poet Laureate John Barton, the Youth Poet Laureate creates and 
presents new works to Victoria City Council and Youth Council, and at Greater Victoria Public 
Library events. They also organize a community youth poetry event. The Youth Poet Laureate 
seeks to give the community access to strong youth voices by engaging youth and celebrating 
their contribution to their community.  
 
A Call for Nominations was held in October and was open to Capital Region poets aged 14 to 
24. Applicants were required to show their involvement in the poetry community, have clear and 



innovative ideas for the vision of their role as Youth Poet Laureate, and be skillful in presenting 
their work to the public. 
 
James Summer, the 2021 Youth Poet Laureate, delivered his final poetry reading at the 
December 9, 2021 Council meeting. During his term as the Youth Poet Laureate, James 
participated in  the Victorious Voices Festival and organized and hosted Masked Poets, an open 
mic event for emerging youth poets. He collaborated with the City’s  Artist-In-Residence Kathryn 
Calder for her Be Calm project, and featured in poetry interviews, workshops and podcasts with 
local organizations as an ambassador for the youth poetry community. 
 
The Youth Poet Laureate is a one-year term position from January 1 to December 31, 2022. In 
addition to the year-long mentorship, the position receives a $1,750 honorarium and $2,000 of 
project funding. The Youth Poet Laureate position is funded by the City of Victoria and the 
Greater Victoria Public Library. 
 
Victoria was the first municipality in Canada to establish a Youth Poet Laureate. For more 
information, visit victoria.ca/youthpoetlaureate. 
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Note to media: 

A video recording of Eli’s first reading at tomorrow’s City Council will be sent to media outlets 

following the meeting. 

 

To arrange an interview with Youth Poet Laureate Eli Mushumanski or for more 

information about the City’s Youth Poet Laureate program, contact: 

                                      

Bill Eisenhauer 
Head of Engagement, City of Victoria 
250.858.1061  |  beisenhauer@victoria.ca 
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